540 m2 of straw walls plastered with clay!

Interview with the person responsible for plastering the largest wood-straw building in
southern Germany
In the straw-insulated house St. Wunibald of the Benedictine Abbey Plankstetten, the
company Berschneider GmbH from Velburg makes the clay plaster. Managing Director
Günter Berschneider answered some questions for us about this construction phase.
Has your company plastered with clay on straw before?
No, we have never plastered straw insulated walls.
What is the total area that will be plastered and how many spaces are there?
We plastered a total of 39 rooms with a total plaster area of 540m².
Which plaster is used?
Claytec products are used for the construction project. The base plaster (clay base plaster
with straw coarse-grained) was applied in three layers. After that, a full-surface fabric filler
was applied with the same material.
What are your experiences in plastering the straw insulated walls?
There are a few things to consider when plastering clay on straw such as the plaster
thicknesses of each layer as well as drying times. Humidity and proper ventilation play a
major role. If all this is taken care of, the plaster will work beautifully and stick well to the
straw.
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Technical tools and learning effects of clay plastering in Haus St. Wunibald.

Which technique is used to apply plaster in the new building of Kloster Plankstetten?
The plaster is delivered as dry clay in Big Packs of 1000 kg each, then filled into a plastering
machine and sprayed by machine. It is then applied plumb and true with a cartridge, recut
with a trapezoidal lath, and scraped off with a lattice rabot.
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Why wasn't earth-moist clay used?
Earth-moist clay could not be used in this case because the temperatures were still too low
at the beginning of the plastering work, and besides, we would need special machine
technology for the processing, which we do not have.

How long will the plastering work take in total?
In total, we need about 6-8 weeks for the 540m2 plaster area in 39 rooms. But it may vary
depending on the plaster thickness and room temperature.
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What layer of plaster is currently being applied (mid-April)?
Currently, the full-surface fabric filler is applied. This involves the insertion of a reinforcing
mesh, which increases the stability and tensile strength of the plaster. The mesh-like fabric
reduces the cracking.
Are there any special features or challenges with the plaster work in this
construction?
It was a challenge for us at first to be able to apply the multi-layer base coat with a plaster
thickness of about 4 cm without cracks and without any fetch points. After a few attempts,
however, it worked out perfectly.
Thank you for the interview and we wish you continued success.
Want to know more? Click here:
https://www.berschneider-putz.de/
www.bau-mit-stroh.de
www.kloster-plankstetten.de/generalsanierung
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